*    READING  AND  WRITING    *

windows and the only Hotel from which Vesuvius can be
seen at all well. . . .

'While writing this letter I have been constantly
jumping up to look at the burning Lava running down
about Vesuvius. At present there is but little of it? but a
considerable eruption is expected in a few days by the
most experienced guides. The mountain has been in a
state of commotion pretty frequently for the last few
months.. . .

'I also hope we will be able to go up Vesuvius, and that
when we have seen the eruption the mountain will be
peaceable enough to allow us to ascend without danger.

'Many of the places we go to in the expedition are
only accessible by sea or on donkey-back, but Mama
contemplates both these modes of travelling with per-
fect composure.'

(To son and daughter-in-law on their honeymoon in
Switzerland.) 'I am glad you take McLelland with you
to the Mountains, it would have been quite unfit that
Emily should have gone without a Female.'

People who were lucky enough to know a great man
got their letters franked and post free. The difficulties
which confronted the ordinary letter-writer may be
gathered from this broadside.

QUEEN VICTORIA AND THE UNIFORM
PENNY POST

A SCENE AT WINDSOR CASTLE

Council Chamber in Windsor Castle. Her Majesty
is sitting1 at a large table, on which are lying the Reports
on Postage; copies of the Post Circular; Annual Reports
of the French and American Post Offices. Her Majesty is
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